
 

WNAX 
presents... 

Exploring New Zealand 
New Zealand's North & South Islands 

 
 

Departure Dates:  2013 – October 27 

 2014 – January 26; March 16; April 6; October 12 
 2015 – January 11; March 8 

 

All space is first come first serve and subject to availability  

 

 

 

 
 

 

19 Days ● 27 Meals: 16 Breakfasts ● 2 Lunches ● 9 Dinners  
 

 

 

 



 

Highlights...Auckland ● Bay of Islands ● Rotorua ● Napier ● Wellington ● Tranz Alpine Train 

● Franz Josef Glacier Region ● Queenstown ● Milford Sound ● Te Anau ● Mt. Cook 

Starting At Per Person Rates:  Double $4,399.00 *  
  

*per person, land only, double occupancy.  Call for airfare from your gateway. 

CST#2006766-20 UBN#601220855 Nevada Seller of Travel Registration No. 2003-0279 
 

 

 Traverse through the heart of the 

Southern Alps aboard the 

famous Tranz Alpine train. 

 Visit the historic Waitangi 

Treaty House to discover the 

early beginnings of the nation of 

New Zealand. 

 Get to know a local New 

Zealand family during a 

memorable authentic experience 

of dinner and the choice of an 

overnight stay* in their home. 
 

Day 1 – Day 2: Depart from Home 
Your New Zealand adventure begins when you 
board your trans-Pacific flight. Crossing the 
International Dateline en route, you skip a day 
ahead. 
 

Day 3: Auckland, New Zealand - Tour Begins 
Your tour begins in Auckland, the “City of Sails,” 
consistently rated one of the world's best places 
to live. Auckland has the highest Polynesian 
population in the world, imbuing the vibrant 
cultures from many Pacific islands into its chic 
atmosphere. This evening, join your fellow 
travelers for a welcome dinner. Today dinner 
will be included.  
 

Day 4: Auckland - Bay of Islands 
Get to know the best of Auckland during a 
panoramic city tour featuring America’s Cup 
Village, the War Memorial, vibrant Queen 
Street, the Auckland Harbour Bridge, and 
spectacular views from the top of Mt. Eden, one 
of 53 dormant volcanoes throughout the area. 
Next, depart Auckland and travel north to the 
Bay of Islands, your home for the next two 
nights. This maritime region boasts more than 
144 islands, warm bays, a colorful history and 
abundant marine life. Visit the Waitangi National 
Trust & Treaty House. On these lush grounds, 
Maori and British leaders signed the 1844 treaty 
establishing New Zealand as a nation. Today 
breakfast and dinner will be included.  
 

Day 5: Bay of Islands 
Begin your day with a cruise through the 
bay’s famous Hole in the Rock and view the 
Cape Brett Lighthouse which stands nearly 
500 feet above sea level at the edge of the 
Cape Brett Peninsula. The rest of the day is 
yours to explore Paihia – the quaint town known 
as “the jewel of the Bay of Islands” – at leisure. 
Today breakfast will be included.  
 

Day 6: Bay of Islands - Rotorua Home Stay 
Today you’ll head to the dramatic geothermal 
landscape of Rotorua. Rotorua’s population has 
Maori roots dating back to their arrival in New 
Zealand over 1,000 years ago. Make yourself 
right at home this evening when a New Zealand 
family welcomes you into their home for dinner 
and a home stay*! This is sure to be an 
unforgettable experience as you make new 
friends, learn about Kiwi life and enjoy a home-
cooked meal. Today breakfast and dinner will 
be included.  
 

Day 7: Rotorua 
This morning visit Te Puia, New Zealand's 
premier Maori cultural and geothermal 
experience. You'll be truly amazed by the 
landscape of erupting geysers, bubbling mud 
pools and other geothermal wonders! The 
National Carving School and National Weaving 
School are also located here, where age old 
customs are passed on by teaching the tribal 
youth the skills of traditional carving, weaving 
and dancing. Take part in an interactive 
demonstration on the art of traditional weaving 
methods. You will also view the kiwi bird and 
learn what New Zealanders are doing to try to 
remove the kiwi from the endangered species 
list. Then, meet the skilled carvers who work 
with pounamu, a New Zealand jade, at a local 
jade factory. Next, visit the Agrodome where 
you will see a fun and interactive sheep-
shearing demonstration and learn about the 
different sheep and wool that come from New 
Zealand. Tonight visit a recreated traditional 
Maori village to learn about Maori life before 
Aotearoa (the Maori name for New Zealand) 
was colonized. Enjoy an immersive 
experience before a Hangi meal and 
authentic Maori entertainment, such as the 
famous Haka dance. Today breakfast and 
dinner will be included.  
 

Day 8: Rotorua - Napier 
Journey into the Hawke's Bay region. After 
arriving in the city of Napier, which boasts some 
of the greatest Art Deco architecture in the 
world, enjoy a visit to a local winery showcasing 
some of the region’s renowned wines. Proceed 
to a local chocolate factory for a peek inside the 
mind of chocolatiers and, of course, try some 
sweet samples. Today breakfast will be 
included.  
 

Day 9: Napier - Wellington 
This morning, enjoy an Art Deco tour of this 
great city and learn why Napier took on such an 
eclectic design style. You’ll then travel through 
the rolling countryside of the North Island. 
Dotted with grazing white sheep, this landscape 
slowly gives way to Wellington, New Zealand's 
capital city. Today breakfast and dinner will be 
included.  
 

Day 10: Wellington 
During your panoramic sightseeing tour of 
Wellington, view the Beehive, New Zealand’s 
Parliament, historic St. Paul’s Church, and the 
government building - the largest wooden 
building in the Southern Hemisphere. Following 
the tour you will visit the Te Papa Tongawera 
Museum, a fascinating center dedicated to art, 
history and the Maori culture. Today breakfast 
will be included.  
 

Day 11: Wellington - Picton - Christchurch 
Climb aboard a ferry and sail across Cook Strait 
to experience what Wine Spectator called “the 
most beautiful ferry ride in the world.” Arrive in 
Picton, on the South Island. Discover why the 
Marlborough region is one of the world’s 
best wine regions when you tour a local 
winery. Later, arrive in Christchurch, situated 
on the Avon River and considered “the most 
English city outside of England.” Today 
breakfast will be included.  
 

Day 12: Christchurch - Franz Josef Glacier 
Region 
All aboard! The Tranz Alpine train whisks you 
away on a journey past farmlands, through the 
deep gorges of the Waimakariri River valley and 
into the rugged snowcapped mountains of the 
Southern Alps as you wind your way into the 
subtropical rainforest region of New Zealand’s 
spectacular west coast. Before arrival in Franz 
Josef, visit the new West Coast Wildlife Centre 



where you will see a kiwi bird up close and learn 
about other types of wildlife native to the region. 
Arrive for your overnight in the breathtaking 
Franz Josef Glacier Region, where glaciers live 
in close proximity to temperate climates. Today 
breakfast and dinner will be included.  
 

Day 13: Franz Josef - Queenstown 
Enjoy a picture stop of the famous Franz Josef 
Glacier before leaving the South Island’s lush 
west coast. Take in the stunning scenery as you 
pass through rainforest surrounded by the 
Southern Alps. You’ll enjoy beautiful ocean 
vistas as you travel the twisting coastline. This 
picturesque route is comprised of one lane 
bridges, green glacial lakes, thundering 
waterfalls and dramatic landscape changes. 
After crossing the Haast Pass, arrive in 
Queenstown, the adventure capital of the world. 
Enjoy a memorable dinner at the Skyline 
Restaurant overlooking Queenstown, the 
Remarkable Mountains and Lake Wakatipu. 
Today breakfast and dinner will be included.  
 

Day 14: Queenstown 
This morning travel to historic Arrowtown, a gold 
rush town set on the picturesque Arrow River. 
More than 60 restored buildings date back to 
the 19th century in this town lined with 
boutiques and cafés. Stroll along Main Street 
where you’ll discover a wealth of New Zealand 
handcrafts. This afternoon, venture into New 
Zealand’s largest underground wine cave for a 
tasting at an award-winning wine producer in 

the Central Otago region. This charming 
boutique winery houses a stunning selection of 
fine wines to quench your palate. This 
unforgettable experience is followed by lunch at 
the winery’s fabulous restaurant. Later, return to 
Queenstown and enjoy the remainder of your 
day at leisure. Today breakfast and lunch will be 
included.  
 

Day 15: Queenstown 
Today is yours to discover Queenstown at your 
leisure. Set amidst spectacular scenery, 
Queenstown is not only an adventure center, 
but offers excellent shopping and dining. 
Perhaps you’ll opt to take “A Journey Through 
Middle Earth” and experience the South Island’s 
Tolkienesque landscape as you explore the 
cinematic backdrop that brought The Lord of the 
Rings to life on the big screen. Today breakfast 
will be included.  
 

Day 16: Queenstown - Milford Sound - Te 
Anau 
Your ride to Milford Sound is lined with 
unforgettable beauty, taking you through 
Southern Beech forest into Hollyford Valley’s 
rugged grandeur and through the Homer 
Tunnel. Arriving at mesmerizing Milford Sound, 
sail away on a leisurely cruise that brings you 
through the deep fjord, surrounded by sheer 
mountains rising almost six thousand feet from 
the water’s surface. Enjoy an overnight on the 
southern shores of Lake Te Anau, the largest 

lake on the South Island. Today breakfast and 
lunch will be included.  
 

Day 17: Te Anau - Mt. Cook Region 
Journey through New Zealand’s unspoiled 
wilderness and arrive at Mt. Cook National Park, 
where permanent ice fields and glaciers blanket 
the ragged peaks. This is where New Zealander 
Sir Edmund Hillary honed his mountaineering 
skills before attempting Everest. Explore the 
park during a nature walk. Maybe you’ll choose 
to partake in an optional flightseeing tour 
(weather permitting) to witness breathtaking 
aerial views of Mt. Cook and the glaciers. Today 
breakfast and dinner will be included.  
 

Day 18: Mt. Cook - Christchurch 
Travel back to Christchurch this morning and 
visit a family farm in Canterbury. See the 
workings of the farm and learn firsthand how 
this New Zealand family farm operates. Later, 
enjoy some free time to explore. You have the 
option to visit the International Antarctic Centre. 
Or perhaps you’ll set out and discover this city 
with a decidedly English feel. Tonight, learn 
about the history of Canterbury and its earliest 
English settlers as you visit the region's first 
home, then enjoy a farewell dinner. Today 
breakfast and dinner will be included.  
 

Day 19: Christchurch - Tour Ends 
Your tour ends today in Christchurch. Begin 
your journey home with countless fond 
memories Today breakfast will be included.  

 

 

Experience It! __________________________ Bay of Islands 
 

Just 150 miles north of Auckland is the beautiful Bay of Islands, located in New Zealand’s balmy subtropical north. Over 144 islands dot 

these warm waters. The bay is abundant with thrilling marine life, like marlin, whales, dolphins, seals, and penguins. Once the refuge of 

ship deserters, sailors, whalers, ex-convicts and other rogues, the Bay of Islands is now a tranquil holiday destination. Enjoy a cruise on its 

pristine turquoise waters - the only way to truly appreciate the spectacular seascapes. A highlight of the cruise will be the journey through 

the famous "Hole in the Rock." Resembling the eye of a needle, the "hole" has been etched over time by wind and waves, allowing boats to 

travel through it when the tide is just right. Following your cruise, enjoy free time to explore this idyllic region on your own. 

 



YOUR ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1, 2 Overnight Flight 
Day 3 Rendezvous Hotel, Auckland 
Day 4, 5 Scenic Hotels Bay of Islands, Bay of Islands 
Day 6 New Zealand Family Home*, Rotorua or Rydges 

Hotel, Rotorua 
Day 7 Rydges Hotel, Rotorua 
Day 8 Scenic Te Pania, Napier 
Day 9, 10 Amora Hotel, Wellington 
Day 11 The Elms Hotel, Christchurch 
Day 12 Franz Josef Glacier Hotel, Franz Josef 
Day 13 – 15 Mercure Resort Queenstown, Queenstown 
Day 16 Distinction Hotel & Villas, Te Anau 
Day 17 The Hermitage Hotel, Mount Cook 
Day 18 The Elms, Christchurch 

On some dates alternate hotels may be used. 

 

 

Please Note:  

Air rate and schedule are applicable for groups of 10 or more traveling on the same 
flights and dates. 

To complete your vacation, we include roundtrip airport-to-hotel transfers when 
purchasing Collette airfare with your tour. If you have arranged for your own air, we are 
pleased to provide you the option of purchasing these transfers. Please note that all 
transfers will leave at pre-scheduled times. 

Due to changes in air schedules while on tour, the order of days in the itinerary may 
change. 

Due to early arrival times into some cities, rooms may not always be available for 
immediate check-in. 

Previous clients have indicated that a small gift from your area is appropriate and 
appreciated the night of your home stay in New Zealand. 

*Your home stay will take place in the suburbs of Rotorua. Your host family will pick 
you up at your hotel and return you to meet up with your group the following morning. If 
you prefer not to stay in a private home, you may choose to stay at your Rotorua hotel 
with dinner included. Please make your decision known at the time of booking as no 
changes are allowed on tour. If your preference is not made known, your stay in 
Rotorua will default to the home stay. 

This tour can be combined back-to-back with Exploring Australia for one 
completely comprehensive tour of the South Pacific! A pre night will be required 
in Cairns. Please inquire at time of booking. 

Hotel capacity in and around Christchurch is very restricted. Due to this, on certain 
departures, there will be re-routing around the city and alternate hotels and routes may 
be used. 

This tour requires average physical activity. You should be in good health, able to 
climb stairs and walk reasonable distances, possibly over uneven grounds and 
cobblestone streets. 

 

Extend Your Vacation With... 
Optional 3 Days 2-Night Fiji Post Tour Extension 

Rate: $799.00 USD per person, double, land & air inclusive 

3 Meals: 2 Breakfasts, 1 Dinner 
Day 19: Christchurch - Auckland - Nadi, Fiji 

Today you will arrive in the beautiful tropical paradise of Fiji. Fijians are warm and friendly, with a welcoming, vibrant South Pacific culture. The expansive sandy beaches 

and clear ocean waters draw visitors from around the world. Tonight, enjoy a lovely dinner. Today dinner will be included.  
 

Day 20: Fiji 

Today, your day is free to explore what the resort has to offer on this tropical paradise. There are a number of relaxing and fun, adventurous activities you can engage in. 
Today breakfast will be included.  
 

Day 21: Fiji - Tour Ends 

Before your tour ends today in Fiji, an optional island tour is offered. Today breakfast will be included.  

Please Note:  

On some departure dates, the optional Fiji extension is 3 nights and is slightly higher priced. 

This extension is hosted by a local representative who will provide all included services. 

Extensions not purchased at time of deposit are subject to availability and applicable charges at time of request. 

 

 

For more information contact 
Steve Crawford ● WNAX ● (605)857-0753 ● scrawford@wnax.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IMPORTANT RESERVATION INFORMATION 
IDENTIFICATION 
Passports are required for this tour at your expense.  Certain countries require a minimum of 6 months 
passport validity.  You are strongly urged to contact the appropriate consulate for details.  Visit 
www.travel.state.gov for the U.S. State Department for the latest details about passports and visa 
requirements. 
IMPORTANT: We recommend that our clients traveling abroad take a photocopy of their passport and 
applicable visas. It should be packed separately from your actual passport and visa. We also recommend 
leaving a copy at home with your emergency contact.  
 

*Airfare: For your convenience, we offer airfare for purchase with all vacation packages.  If you purchase 
an air inclusive program, your airfare will be quoted inclusive of all fuel, taxes and fees.  Your rates are 
subject to change until paid in full.  Seats are limited and may not be available on every flight or departure 
date. 
Checked Baggage Charges: Some airlines may impose additional charges if you choose to check any 
baggage.  Please contact your airline or refer to its website for detailed information regarding your airline

’s checked baggage policies. 
 

Cancellation Charges for this tour: After your seat reduction date has passed, a non-refundable deposit 
will be retained.  For Cancellation between 60-16 days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 30% of total 
price. For cancellation between 15-1 days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 50% of total price.  For 
cancellation on the day of departure and after: 100% of total price. For Ocean Cruises:  For cancellation 
between 90-61 days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 35% of total price. For cancellation between 60-
31 days prior to departure: 60% of total price. 30 or fewer days prior to departure: 100% of total price.  For 
River Cruises: including Europe, Russia, Egypt and China, 90-61 days prior to departure: cancellation fee 
of 50% of total price. For cancellation between 60-31 days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 85% of 
total price. For cancellation 30 or fewer days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 100% of total price. For 
Galapagos and Antarctica: A cancellation fee of 60% will apply for cancellation between 120-90 days prior 
to departure; A cancellation charge of 100% will apply for cancellation less than 90 days prior to departure.  
Cancellation protection is highly recommended and must be purchased at time of deposit. Air rates are 
subject to change until tour is paid in full. If waivers have not been purchased and a reservation is 
cancelled for any reason prior to departure - Air is 100% non-refundable once paid in full. Cancellation 
charges also apply to reservations made for "pre" and "post" night accommodations.  Payment of a Per 
Person Waiver Fee guarantees a full refund of all payments (including deposit), except the Waiver Fee 
itself, made to Collette Vacations for travel arrangements in case of cancellation of your travel plans for 
any reason prior to the day of departure. The Waiver Fee with Air only covers airline tickets you have 
purchased from Collette Vacations. Exception: If you originally purchased non-refundable airline tickets, 
the Waiver does not provide a refund for the airline tickets, taxes or fees, in the event of a cancellation. 
This air ticket is covered by Collette Vacations' travel protection plan under Part B, if you cancel your trip 
for covered reasons (see Part B for more details).The Waiver and Insurance does not cover any single 
supplement charges which arise from an individual's Traveling companion electing to cancel for any 
reason prior to departure.  Upon cancellation of transportation or travel services where you, the customer, 
are not at fault and have not canceled in violation of the terms and conditions above, you will be refunded 
100%.  Please see your sales agent for more information, or review our brochure for details. 
 

Responsibilities: Neither Collette Travel Services, Inc., its affiliated entities and its and their employees, 
shareholders, officers, directors, successors, agents, and assigns (collectively "Collette"), own or operate 
any person or entity which is to or does provide goods or services for these trips.  Because Collette does 
not maintain control or operate the personnel, equipment, or operations of the suppliers it uses and as 
such Collette assumes no responsibility for and cannot be held liable for any personal injury, death, 
property damage or other loss accident, delay, inconvenience, or irregularity which may be occasioned by 
reason of (1) any wrongful, negligent, willful or unauthorized acts or omissions on the part of any of the 
suppliers or other employees or agents; (2) any defect in or failure of any vehicle, equipment, or instrument 
owned, operated or otherwise used by any of these suppliers; or (3) any wrongful, willful or negligent act of 
or omission on the part of any other party not under the supervision and control of Collette. Additionally, 
Collette waives any and all liability for losses or expenses due to sickness, lack of appropriate medical 
facilities or practitioners, weather, strikes, theft or other criminal acts, war, terrorism, computer problems, 
acts of God, or other such causes.  All services and accommodations are subject to the laws of the country 
in which they are provided.  Collette reserves the right to make changes in the published itinerary 
whenever, in their sole judgment, conditions warrant, or if Collette deems it necessary for the comfort, 
convenience, or the safety of the tour.  Collette reserves the right to withdraw any tour at any time.  
Collette reserves the right to decline to accept any person as a member of the tour, or to require any 
participant to withdraw from the tour at any time, when such action is determined by the tour manager to 
be in the best interests of the health, safety, and general welfare of the tour group or of the individual 
participant.  Collette does not accept liability for any carrier's cancellation penalty incurred by the purchase 
of a non-refundable airline or other ticket to the tour departure city and return or otherwise.  Baggage and 
personal effects are the sole responsibility of the passenger at all times. Passengers may be 
photographed for the promotional purposes of Collette.  Payment of the deposit to Collette constitutes 
acceptance of these terms and conditions. I agree that any dispute concerning, relating, or referring to this 
contract, the brochure or any other literature concerning my trip, or the trip itself, shall be resolved 
exclusively by binding arbitration according to the then existing rules of the American Arbitration 
Association in the State of Rhode Island.  Such proceedings will be governed by and in accordance with 
substantive Rhode Island law. The arbitrator and not any federal, state, or local court or agency shall have 
exclusive authority to resolve any dispute relating to the interpretation, applicability, enforceability, 
conscionability, or formation of this contract, including but not limited to any claim that all or any part of this 
contract is void or voidable. Explorations is a brand of Collette Travel Services Inc., a Rhode Island based 
corporation.  
 

 Consumer Protection Plans: Collette Travel Service holds membership in the following highly reputable 
industry organizations: the United States Tour Operators Association and the American Society of Travel 
Agents.  Each association operates a consumer protection plan to cover deposits made by travelers.  Full 
details are available from the organizations or Collette Travel Service. Collette is pleased to give this 
additional protection to our clients.   Our California Sellers of Travel registration number is 2006766-
20.  Our State of Washington Unified Business Number is 601220855. Our Nevada Sellers of Travel 
registration number is 2003-0279. 
 

 

 

Photos shown are reflective of the area(s) visited, but may not be included in the actual tour itinerary. 

 


